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 AmCham Board Creates Select Committee on International Schools

April 24, 2008 – The AmCham Board of Governors has created a Select Committee of the Board to focus on the changing dynamics of international school admissions.  “One of the greatest issues facing AmCham members today is ensuring their children have access to international schools,” said AmCham Chairman Steve Okun. 

 

“With school admission directly impacting our members and their families we want to be certain AmCham is a key part of this debate,” said Mr. Okun. “There are many examples of AmCham members who are unable to move key employees to Singapore because their children cannot gain admittance to their selected schools. With most international schools at their admissions saturation the situation is only worsening,” continued Mr. Okun. 
“Additionally, the landscape is changing rapidly as schools create programs for candidates to secure enhanced placement rights by having employers purchase a place in the program.”

To support their members the Board created a select committee to spearhead the school issue, naming David Boden as chair. 
Other Board members of the committee will be Piyush Gupta and Andrea Muller with Ed Sim serving as the liaison of AmCham to the Board of the Singapore American School (SAS). In addition, the committee will work with fellow board member Woody Hunter, who also serves as the Chair of the Education Committee of the Singapore International Chamber of Commerce.   
This Select Committee will include these Board members and will be expanded to include additional members of AmCham.

The Select Committee will initially focus on how AmCham can best serve its members and international schools by gaining AmCham members access to international school wait lists. AmCham will also distribute information to members about educational options that businesses may consider if enrollment expansion, due to space constraints, is impossible.  

In addition, the Committee will work closely with the SAS Board and boards of other international schools to inform them of the numbers of expatriates entering Singapore and the concerns of AmCham’s members, so that the schools can better determine future facility and expansion needs.

Finally, the committee will keep the relevant Singapore government ministries and agencies apprised of the school waiting list situation, and work with them to ascertain the numbers of new Americans and other expatriates coming into Singapore in the near term, and the strategies which will be undertaken to ensure schools can be expanded, while affording places for AmCham members in those schools.

AmCham Singapore is the leading international business association in Singapore, with nearly 2,700 members representing over 500 American, Singaporean, and other international companies, and over US$25 billion in investments in Singapore.
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