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Singapore Selected As Venue for 2009 APCAC Annual Meeting 
AmCham Singapore, Supported by Government Agencies, 
Wins Bid to Host High-Level Meeting with Top Political and Business Leaders
March 17, 2008 – The American Chamber of Commerce in Singapore (AmCham Singapore) has succeeded in bringing the 2009 Asia-Pacific Council of American Chambers of Commerce (APCAC) Annual Meeting to Singapore by winning the bid to host the event, which will take place on March 18-21, 2009. 
The APCAC Annual Meeting is a major international event and will be attended by over 200 
senior-level delegates from the United States and throughout the Asia-Pacific region. The delegates will comprise senior U.S. and Singapore government officials, AmCham leaders, and senior executives from leading multinational corporations (MNCs) and small-medium enterprises (SMEs) from around Asia.
APCAC is a voluntary association comprises of 25 member AmChams, and represents the growing interests of over 50,000 executives and more than 10,000 businesses in 19 Asia Pacific countries and market economies.  APCAC’s members manage trade volumes in excess of U.S. $400 billion and Foreign Direct Investments (FDI) of nearly US$300 billion. 
The 2009 APCAC Annual Meeting is expected to bring many benefits to Singapore, including showcasing the country’s tremendous growth and changes in recent years, and highlighting local cultures and foods to the international visitors.  The event will also serve to highlight the extremely close U.S-Singapore relationship, and to discuss future prospects for the U.S. relationship with the Asia Pacific region, including the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN).
Key Topics of Discussion 

As the Americans elect a new administration in November 2008, AmCham Singapore has selected the theme, “A New Stage in U.S.-Asia Relations” for the APCAC conference.  This will be a topical and pivotal focus as a new U.S. Administration takes place, and as Asian economies look to see how their relationship with the United States will develop in the coming years.

With U.S. $98.7 billion of investment in ASEAN, Asia is of great importance to the United States.. In Singapore alone, the United States has U.S. $60.4 billion of investment.  Singapore is the largest ASEAN market for U.S. exports of services:  It took 51.1 percent of total exports to ASEAN in 2006.

Other topics that are likely to be discussed at the meeting include discussions on ASEAN and regional, the impact of China on U.S. foreign policy, policy recommendations for the new U.S. administration, and discussions on the environment and energy.
Redefining Perceptions of Singapore

To win the bid, AmCham Singapore put together a comprehensive proposal on why Singapore would be the ideal venue for the APCAC meetings, and it also sought to redefine many people’s traditional perceptions of the country. It highlighted the country’s tremendous investments and growth in the research and development (R&D) sectors, hosting of major international events such as the IMF meetings and upcoming F1 race, and its positioning as a national regional hub for companies doing business throughout Asia.

In preparation for the bid, AmCham worked very closely with several government bodies and agencies such as Singapore Tourism Board (STB), the Economic Development Board (EDB), International Enterprise Singapore, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), and the Ministry of Trade & Industry (MTI). 
With the vast changes to Singapore economy which have helped it adapt to globalization, and its increasing importance as a regional hub, AmCham Singapore felt it was that it was a great time to showcase the country to an international audience. 
“Singapore is the ideal location for the APCAC 2009 Annual Meeting, as there have been immense changes to Singapore in the last number of years. We felt the event would provide an excellent opportunity to redefine people’s perceptions of Singapore,” said Dom LaVigne, AmCham’s Executive Director.

“We are grateful for the strong support of both the Singapore government and the U.S. Embassy here. We are honored to have been selected to host the APCAC meetings, and look forward to showcasing our home to this influential audience,” he added.
Boost to U.S.-Singapore Relations
“The APCAC meeting is expected to boost already strong U.S.-Singapore relations, as reflected in our 2004 Free Trade Agreement with Singapore.  We look forward to the opportunities APCAC will present for interaction between top political and business leaders from around the region,” said U.S. Ambassador to Singapore Patricia L. Herbold.

Singapore: Hub for Investment, MICE and Tourism
The new and exciting tourism and leisure attractions in Singapore, such as Formula One races in October, and the launch of the integrated resorts in 2009-2010, also make Singapore a compelling destination for leisure activities which will follow the meetings.

“We are very pleased that the APCAC meetings will be hosted in Singapore.  It will mark yet another key milestone in the strong U.S.-Singapore partnership.  The U.S. is one of Singapore's largest foreign investors and second largest trading partner with bilateral trade exceeding S$88 billion in 2007.  As a strategic business hub, many of the 3,000 American companies with operations here have also chosen to site their Asian regional headquarters in Singapore,” said    
Yeoh Keat Chuan, Executive Director, Americas, of EDB.
The APCAC meeting also adds to Singapore’s list of exciting events such as the annual meetings of the International Monetary Fund and the World Bank in 2006, and exciting sports events such as the first ever Formula One night race in 2008, as well as the inaugural Youth Olympic Games in 2010, highlighting Singapore’s growing attraction as a meetings, incentives, conference, and exhibitions (MICE) and tourism hub. 

“Singapore and the United States enjoy close symbiotic trading, political and cultural relations. The Singapore Tourism Board is honored that Singapore is chosen as the destination for the 2009 Asia-Pacific Council of American Chambers of Commerce (APCAC) Annual Meeting which will take place at an opportune time. Singapore’s tourism landscape is currently undergoing a dynamic transformation,” said Catherine McNabb, Director, Strategic Clusters I, Business Travel and MICE Group, Singapore Tourism Board.

“In 2009, Singapore’s premium shopping street, Orchard Road, would have completed its revamp and the island-state will see the opening of its two new Integrated Resorts – Marina Bay Sands and Resorts World which will open their doors in 2009 and 2010 respectively. We look forward to the opportunity to showcase Singapore’s premium business and leisure offerings to the delegates come 2009,” she added. 

Showing the World a Lighter Side of Singapore
AmCham Singapore will showcase Singapore’s many leisure attractions and its multi-racial culture and cuisine. There will be fun activities, such as excursions, a cocktail reception and a golf outing. 
Delegates will have also have many opportunities to indulge in local cuisine such as satay, nasi lemak, rojak, and teh tarik at a cocktail reception themed, “The Best of Singapore Hawker Cuisines.”
In the spirit of showing the international delegates the lighter side of Singapore, AmCham Singapore is also hosting a beach party at Sentosa where delegates will have the opportunity to mingle and socialize in a relaxed and informal setting, while experiencing the beautiful, tropical surroundings that the island has to offer.
About AmCham Singapore
AmCham Singapore is the leading international business association in Singapore, with nearly 2,700 members representing over 500 American, Singaporean, and other international companies, and over US$25 billion in investments in Singapore.
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