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AmCham Elects Steve Okun As New Chairman
April 16, 2008 – The Board of the American Chamber of Commerce in Singapore (AmCham Singapore) has elected Steve Okun as its new Chairman. 

“I am honored to be elected as AmCham Singapore’s Chairman. The entire Board is motivated to continue to boost AmCham’s profile and to showcase the many benefits of being a member of this dynamic organization,” said Mr. Okun.  “In particular, AmCham has a great opportunity as host of the 2009 Asia-Pacific Council of American Chambers of Commerce (APCAC) Annual Meeting to provide great benefits to its members.”
“AmCham will focus on matters with a direct impact on members, from multinationals to small and medium-sized enterprises, including the changing international education landscape in Singapore, the impact of changes in U.S. tax law on American expatriates, and the opportunity for the U.S. business community to obtain APEC business travel cards, which will cut red tape of travel and increase business opportunities in the Asia-Pacific region,” said Mr. Okun.

“AmCham can continue to broaden its reach by making it more regionally focused. AmCham is active in advocacy, and we will continue to play a part in maintaining and enhancing the favorable business conditions in Singapore and now in the region by using our access to governments to highlight and discuss trade agreements, support regional trade liberalization and increase ASEAN integration,” said Mr. Okun.
“Steve is a great choice for Chairman. He has been a long-time member and in recent years a very active Board Member. We are pleased to have such a dynamic person with crucial government relations experience at the head of our organization,” said Andrew Benbow, AmCham’s Acting Executive Director.

Mr. Okun is also Vice President for Public Affairs for United Parcel Service (UPS) in Asia Pacific, a position he has held since 2003. In this capacity, Mr. Okun focuses on matters concerning international aviation and trade as well as on postal competition matters.  Over the years, he has worked on community initiatives around the globe, including with UPS in China, India, Poland, and Thailand.
A government and political veteran, Mr. Okun frequently serves as an election analyst. He has worked on every Presidential campaign from 1988 to 2000, and also served in the Administration of President Bill Clinton as Deputy General Counsel and Aviation Advisor to the Secretary of Transportation.
Mr. Okun replaces Doug Miller, AmCham’s Chairman since 2006. Mr. Miller retired from Boeing and returned to the U.S. 

AmCham Singapore is the leading international business association in Singapore, with nearly 2,700 members representing over 500 American, Singaporean, and other international companies, and over 
U.S.$25 billion of investments in Singapore.
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