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AmCham Appoints Laura Deal as Executive Director

August 14, 2008 – The Board of the American Chamber of Commerce in Singapore (AmCham Singapore) is pleased to announce the appointment of Laura Deal as the Chamber’s Executive Director. In this role, Ms. Deal will lead AmCham's efforts to promote the interest of AmCham members in Singapore and the region by providing advocacy, business insights, and networking opportunities.

Ms. Deal brings with her extensive global experience in marketing, communications and public policy, and will enable AmCham Singapore to continue to grow as a pre-eminent business organization.  Her appointment with AmCham will commence on August 25.

Ms. Deal was formerly Global Marketing Director for Edelman. In this global role, she promoted the agency and its intellectual capital to help secure its position as an industry leader. Prior, Ms. Deal worked as a Vice President for Edelman's Global Corporate Social Responsibility and Sustainability practice.

Prior to Edelman, Ms. Deal worked for six years at World Economic Forum (WEF) in Geneva, Switzerland and held several roles at the WEF, working closely with high-profile sponsors and counseling them on media relations, executive positioning, and stakeholder outreach.

During her time at the WEF, Ms. Deal founded its Women Leaders Programme, aimed at increasing the participation of women leaders and ensuring that issues affecting women were addressed at these events.

“We are delighted to have Laura Deal serve as our new Executive Director. With her deep and varied international experience, she will enable AmCham to enhance the benefits it brings to its members,” said Steven R. Okun, AmCham’s Chairman. “Her experience and energy will certainly ensure that the 2009 Asia-Pacific Council of American Chambers of Commerce (APCAC) Annual Meeting which AmCham will host will be a great success,” added Mr. Okun.

The APCAC Annual Meeting will take place from March 18 to 21, 2009. It will be attended by over 200 senior-level delegates from the U.S. and Asia, comprising senior government officials, AmCham leaders, and senior business executives.

“I am honored to be appointed as Executive Director. I look forward to being a part of this dynamic organization and helping to enhance AmCham's relationships with the Singapore and U.S. governments, media and business communities,” said Ms. Deal.

Andrew Benbow, who has been serving as the Acting Executive Director, since 2007, is leaving AmCham to pursue other interests in Singapore.  “Andy has been a member of the AmCham family since 2001, and the entire Board is extraordinarily grateful for his many years of service, up to and including his interim position, and we wish him success in his new ventures,” said Mr. Okun.
AmCham Singapore is the leading international business association in Singapore, with nearly 2,700 members representing over 500 American, Singaporean, and other international companies, and over US$25 billion in investments in Singapore.
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