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APCAC Spring Conference Participants Will Draft Recommendations to New U.S. Administration
Mr. Lim Hng Kiang, Minister for Trade and Industry to deliver keynote address

Singapore, March 11, 2009 – As worldwide economic challenges fuel fears of protectionism, government and business leaders across Asia Pacific plan to gather on March 19 to 21 for the 42nd annual Asia-Pacific Council of American Chambers (APCAC) Spring Conference. 

This year the conference format will change and take advantage of the opportunity to offer recommendations to the new Obama Administration to help stimulate the global economy for the benefit of the U.S. and the nations of the Asia Pacific region. The conference also coincides with the year that Singapore has been selected host of the Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) meetings.
Over 200 senior-level delegates from the U.S. and throughout the Asia-Pacific region have been invited to attend.  Some of the most distinguished economic experts from the region will be speaking at the conference. The keynote address will be delivered by Minister Lim Hng Kiang, Singapore’s Minister of Trade and Industry. Other speakers include Shengman Zhang, President Asia Pacific, Citi, Jeremy Pink, Asia Pacific President of CNBC, and David Ryan, Chairman of Southeast Asia, Goldman Sachs.
Conference participants will also have the opportunity to counsel with U.S. Commercial Service Officers from U.S. Embassies across Asia Pacific who have been flown in to participate in the conference. 
“The first trip outside the U.S. by Secretary of State Hillary Clinton was to Asia, which reflects a recognition by the U.S. of the region’s growing influence in the world,” said Steve Okun, Chairman of AmCham Singapore, which is hosting the conference this year.
“With US$130 billion of investment in ASEAN, Asia is of great importance to the U.S. In Singapore alone, the U.S. has more than US$82 billion of investment. Singapore is the ideal place to discuss the importance of Asia to the U.S. business community,” added Mr. Okun.
“At this economically challenging time it has become even more important for the economies of the world to work together in forums such as APEC,” said Kristin Paulson, Chair of APCAC.
This year, perhaps more than at any time in the recent past, American Chambers of Commerce from around the region and the participants at this conference will contribute to shaping US-Asia trade relations.  With the help of APCO Worldwide, we will draft a set of recommendations which will offer guidance to the new U.S. Administration from government and business people who have intimate knowledge of the Asia Pacific region.  Timely discussion topics for the conference include the economic importance of maintaining an open trading system, the advantages of regional integration and the enhanced benefits of working together to stimulate the world economy in forums such as APEC. 
AmCham Singapore was chosen by the APCAC Board to host the conference this year. To secure the bid for the conference, AmCham Singapore worked closely with several government bodies and agencies, such as Singapore Tourism Board (STB), the Economic Development Board (EDB), International Enterprise Singapore, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs (MFA), and the Ministry of Trade & Industry (MTI). 
# # # # #

What is APCAC? 
The Asia-Pacific Council of American Chambers of Commerce (APCAC) consists of 27 member AmChams. APCAC AmChams represent the growing interests of over 50,000 executives and over 10,000 businesses in 21 economies of the Asia-Pacific region. The APCAC membership manages trade volumes in excess of US$ 400 billion and direct investments (FDI) of nearly US$ 300 billion. 
About AmCham Singapore

AmCham Singapore is the leading international business association in Singapore, with 3,200 members representing over 600 American, Singaporean, and other international companies. The U.S. has over US$82 billion of investment in Singapore. AmCham Singapore has assumed the duties of APCAC  Secretariat for 2008/2009. The Secretariat handles the day-to-day responsibilities for running APCAC. It supports APCAC's Annual Doorknock to Washington, DC, when Asia Pacific AmChams meet with Administration and Congressional leaders on policy issues of mutual concern.
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