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AmCham’s Corporate Community Day: over 1,300 volunteers participate in CSR activities to give back to Singapore

November 22, 2008 - In what was the largest one-day employee volunteer event in Singapore, over 1,300 volunteers from 30 organizations worked with local charities to help more than 1,500 local beneficiaries in need. 

These efforts were part of The American Chamber of Commerce (AmCham)’s Corporate Community Day 2008 (CCD 2008). CCD 2008 consisted of 27 separate volunteer events, in which employees of AmCham participate in Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) activities for the betterment of Singapore – for the needy, the underprivileged and even the environment. 

There were activities such as a tree planting, outings to places of interest in Singapore, a food distribution exercise, a carnival for children of the underprivileged and visits to homes, hospitals and hospices.

The events took place all around the island, including Sentosa’s Underwater World, the Singapore Science Centre, the Jurong Bird Park, Gold Class Cinemas at VivoCity and the Singapore Botanical Gardens.

This is the sixth year that AmCham has organized Corporate Community Day.  The inaugural event was held in 2003, with six major companies and 450 employees participating. Event participation has increased tremendously since then, as more and more companies have started new or expanded their own CSR initiatives. Since 2003, AmCham has organized this annual event to encourage member companies and their employees, not only to get involved with CCD, but to commit to volunteer service throughout the year. 

“It is crucial during these challenging times to give back to the community, especially to the needy and underprivileged as they are impacted the most from this crisis. It is touching to see that the economic uncertainty has not discouraged companies from taking part. In fact, we saw an increase in volunteers – 400 more people volunteered this year than last year. The crisis has definitely not hampered the spirit of giving, which is an important part of American corporate culture,” said Laura Deal, AmCham’s Executive Director.

The Honorable Patricia L. Herbold, U.S. Ambassador to Singapore, and Daniel L. Shields, III, Deputy Chief of Mission Deputy Chief of Mission at the U.S. Embassy in Singapore graced CCD events throughout the day. 

At Changi Beach, Ambassador Herbold joined Penny Low, Member of Parliament for Pasir Ris-Punggol GRC, and over 400 volunteers in a beach clean-up event organized by United Technologies (UTC) and its businesses in Singapore: Otis, Carrier, Pratt & Whitney, Hamilton Sundstrand and UTC Fire & Security.

Ambassador Herbold joined Josephine Teo, Member of Parliament for Bishan-Toa Payoh GRC and Assistant Secretary-General of NTUC, and The Dow Chemical Company's Singapore office in their community event, Operation Homeworks – an initiative of Habitat for Humanity to improve the living conditions of the needy. 20 employees from Dow Singapore rolled up their sleeves to clean and improve safety and sanitation of the homes of elderly residents in Toa Payoh. 

AmCham Singapore is the leading international business association in Singapore, with nearly 3,000 members representing over 600 American, Singaporean, and other international companies, and over US$25 billion of investments in Singapore.
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